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|| sorts of truths bubble up on
Blueberry Lake's cross-coun-
trv sk tranls, whene the air s
caold and clanfying, the spruce trees
rise like church spires, and the silenc
cocoons vou, heady and reverem
It's a good place to sort out what
matters in life, a good place to hear

the vonce ol reason
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But of vou can't, head in to the
lodee and talk to Lenord

Lenord Bobinson is the propnietor
here. He's 7
that alone doesn't make him wise,
but thank of 1t thes way
waltzed through the calendar 73
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He has malked coees, built houses
reared nine children - eight of whom
lrve wathon two minles - and Errung
back from a soured business deal
that drove him into bankrupt ¥

I anord went broke at age G, 4
time when most people are planning
retirement. and stll e conmdiers

hemsell the luckiest man in Vermont




“1 thank the good Lord every
day tor all I've got,” he says

You want to know how to
be happy?

Learn from Lenord

He sells his services as a ski
instructor — rates are posted on &
picce of cormagated cardboard
L l:c-i L3 1|.'h; 'd.-.l.” of ]"li': Eaxt
Warren aki lodge — and he's
never more excited than when
he's teaching someone new to
ski, daughter Sue Robinson says.
The life lessons, you get for free.
Lenord docsn’t appear to mten-
tisnally teach those, but vou
can pick them up if you watch
arnd hsten.

He'll be talking about his
hackground, how he grew up
five miles from here on the south
ude of what is now Sugarbush
Resort's Lincoln Peak. He
became a dairy farmer like his
father, but he marnied a gird from
Brooklyn and she dudn’t like the
lifestyle, so one day, when a cat-
tle dealer made hix weekly stop
to see if Lenond had any calves
to sell, Lenord sold him the
whole herd.

“1 decided that life was wo
short to spend it arguing about
the cows,™ he save. And there's
les=on number one.

He and Gene (that's short for
Gienevieve) have been marmed
52 years. They live on a hill
above Warren village, a stretch

of clapboard and American flags
that shices through the Mad
River Valley.

After farming, Lenord worked
as 4 logper and for an equipment
dealer and then became town
road commissioner, a job that
recquired him to buy a truck and
a loader. Four or five years later,
he left that post (o run his own
excavating company. And some
30 years after that, he officially
retired,

“The interesting thing about
my grandpa retinng 1s it's not hke
he worked any less. He worked
for free,” granddaughter Jennifer
Watkins zays. “"He just went
around doing things for people.
... Finally, he discovered golf.”

Lenond’s skin 15 taut and tan,
his eyes boight blue. Soft. white
hair rings his bald pate. He looks
like a buff Carl Reiner with
Lance Armstrong’s legs. He 1s
a no-frills, no- nonsense, self-
described shovel-or-hammer
man who umply does what
necds doing.

Last summer, when one of his
daughters needed a house,
Lenord and ane of his sons built
her a house. "Stick by stick,”
Lenord says. He cut the logs.

Five vears ago, when Cate
Tierney had water trouble and
everybody she consulted told her
she neaded to dig a new well,
Lenord stuck his head down

there and said, you just need to
fix this ane. And he went and
pot matenals and did the job,
bat he woibdn't take any money

"] went to Kenvon's and
bought him flanne] shirts, gloves
and baked him banana bread
Just because | knew that's the
kind of stuff he would apprec-
ate, " Cate says

Lenord started croms-country
skiing in his carly 40% g0 he
could compete in the local
decathlon. He got into the bus-
ness a decade later because he
had built a lake, and be thought
it was an idcal spot for ski trails

Sixty -acre Blueberry Lake is
just off Plunkton Koad in
Warren. Building it was the real-
ization of a 20-year dream for
Lenord, who spent five years on
the project, only to lose it all
the lake, the land around i, has
cross-country ski business and
his excavating equipment - after
vears of court battles with has
partner in the project, Jack Keir

The loss wiped out Lenord's
finances, and he declared
bankruptey

“Among those familiar with
the history of the project and its
development, there is a feeling
that Lenord was wronged by
both Jack Keir and the legal
process,” local newspaper editor
Liza Loomis says,

“But,” Lenord's daughter Sue

“He’s a no-frills, no nonsense, self-

described shovel-or-hammer man who

simply does what needs doing.”




says, he barely skipped a beat
When [ found out that summer that
he was already out walking the woods
an his side of the lake to build new
trails, it brought tears to my eyes
because | knew he was going to be
OK."

Lenord |r|h.':|'|-|'|.i another ski center,
the one he runs new, down the road
the following winter

Jack Keir says it's obvious that the
local people would favor Lenord
because Lenord is a longtime rest
dent, while he, himself, spent only a
few summers in the area, *The court
decisons 1 what [ think is elear-cut,”
he says

Lenord says he doesn't hate Jack
K.eir. He says he doesn't regret build-
ing the lake. ["'m certainly not sorry
I did it.”

The US. Forest Service owns the
lake now, and it's open to the public

Lenord's new ski center has been
open 10 years. The irony 15 that ane
ol the !111I'|1.:-. Crene didn't hike about
farming was that it's a seven-dav-a
week job and now, after all these
years, even though it's seasonal,
Lenord 15 back working seven davs a
week. Mights, too, if needed, That's
when he packs snow and when he
makes it

The work starts in October o
MNovember

“As soon as the ﬂl!hl Lord EIVES
mic somie snow, [ go out in the field
and pale it up and leave it there for
the wanter,” he says, It stavs frozen
that way. “And if | need it, | go out
and get it.” Although he laid out has
30 kilometers of trails so they are
mastly sheltered from sun and wind

thie prime -:|-|'*-.l:|r|:|.'|.':l'-\.- of snow

bare spots occasionally appcar
When they do, he dips into his
reserve, loads it onto a manure
spreader and covers them up. The
system — born in a eureka moment
durnng an after-dinner nap 15 vears
ago = 15 more efficient than smow
guns, Lenord says, because it lavs
snow directly on the trail instead of
blowing it into the woods

Lenord's ski lodge has knotty
pine siding and smells like a wood
stove. Pictures of Jenmifer Watkins,
his oldest grandeluld, hane on the
wall along with the tiny skis
Lenord FEVE her when she wasn't

quite 2 vears old. Lenord taueht

her tio ski - she remembers him
I|.'|||I'|'..: ]'l-.'l 10wt add ul'ﬂ hlr-|||.:h! O]
het E::Ii'l',.:‘\. could hald mare air
and she made the US. Junior
Mathlon team when she was 16
CUine of her medals hangs by the
front door. Jars of the salsa and
spaghetts sauce Lenord Jr. and
hiz wife make are for sale on the
shelves behind the door. And for
a time, when Lenord rented the
upstars 1o an alder couple, you
could heir ther granddaughter
roller-skating around up there
There s no Web ate for this
place - Lenord does minimal
bt last year he
|4||:|'||.'|.:| the Bl putina Il.u.

adverisn i

mukchine and started ace cpling
credit cards. ) dieal wath cash
||||'.'.~u|'||._" he Sk

K ids from l]1-._' -..I]J.:\' sk r.n_':_'
Dogs are welcome
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favarile tume 1= alter a sleet
storm. © | love speed,”™ he savs
And he loves 1o COImiPeis He
plans ta be skung when he's 104

"He just needs to suck every
Little bat out of life that he can,"”
granddaughter Jennifer savs

[ hat's hie acoording to
Lenord: Wiork hard, take care of
people, enjoy life, don't fight
over the cows, And tor heaven's
sake, if the good Lord gives you
a Few inches of sporae ['-||-.,' It up

aned pray that vou won't need it

Mary Ann Licktesy beet and
writes in Burlspron, Vermmand

To get to Blueberry Lake Cross Country Center:

From Warren village, go east on Brook Road about two miles. Turn right on Plunkton Road. Go
1/ 3 mile and the ski center is on your right, parking on your left. Phone: 802-496-6657
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